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No. 1582/66 


CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 
Directorate of Intelligence 
22 June 1966 


INTELLIGENCE REFERENCE AID* 


Bolivian Elections 


Introduction 


On 3 July 1966 some one million Bolivians, 
half of them illiterate or semiliterate cam - 
pesinos , will elect a president, a vice-presi- 
dent , T02 deputies, and 27 senators. The new 
government, scheduled to be installed on 6 August, 
will restore constitutional rule to Bolivia 
broken on 4 November 1964 with the military over- 
throw of Victor Paz Estenssoro. The elections 
will be held under the 1956 Electoral Law, 
amended by Supreme Decree on 28 January 1966. 


♦Prepared by the Office of Current Intelligence 


Approved For Release 2^^^^^.-^J)ggT00826A000900220001-2 


Approved For Release 2m5®W&D£WW$$f_$J0082*A0Q0S0022000'[-2 


Date of Elec tion: 3 July 1966 

Populatio n ; Approximately 3.5 million 

Eligible Vot ers : There are an estimated 1.8 
million voters; as of 16 June 1,160,450 people had 
registered for the 1966 election. 

Req uireme nts for Votin g ; Citizenship is held 
by all Boliv Ta rfs ~ 2 1 - 'yea r s oT age or 18 years of age 
if married. In theory, all citizens except those 
over 70 years of age are required to vote. 

Offices to be Fil led ; President, vice-president, 
27 senators T“3~from each of the 9 Departments) , and 
102 deputies. Each Department will elect 5 "basic” 
deputies plus one for each 50,000 inhabitants ex- 
cluding the population of the Departmental capitals. 

Terms of Office; The president and vice- 
president are eTecte”d directly by the voters if 
they receive 50 percent of the vote. If they do 
not , Congress will take the three having the 
greatest vote and decide among them. If after the 
first ballot none has majority, the ballot vote 
will be limited to the two having the greatest vote. 
The term of office for both is four years. Neither 
can be re-elected until four years after the end 
of his term of office, nor can the vice-president 
be elected president until the expiration of four 
years . 

Three senators are elected from each of the 
nine Departments. Two are elected from the party 
receiving the largest vote, and the third comes 
from the party receiving the second largest vote. 

The term of office is six years, but one third 
will stand for re-election at the end of two years. 
These will be selected by lots. 

The deputies are elected directly within each 
Department. The term of office is four years, but 
half will stand for re-election after two years. 

Those leaving will be chosen by lot. Each Depart- 
ment will elect five "basic" deputies plus one for 
each 50,000 population outside of the capital. 

That party or parties obtaining the most votes 


2 - 
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receives 80 percent, or 82, of the seats in the 
Chamber of Deputies. The party or coalition of 
parties receiving the next highest number of votes 
receives 20 percent, or 20 deputy seats. 

Below is a table showing the distribution of 
seats in the Chamber of Deputies: 



Majority 


Minority 

Total 

Department 

Party 


Party 

Deputies 

La Paz 

17 


5 

22 

Cochabamba 

11 


3 

14 

Potosi 

13 


4 

17 

Chuquisaca 

8 


2 

10 

Tarija 

5 


2 

7 

Oruro 

7 


2 

9 

Santa Cruz 

8 


2 

10 

Beni 

6 


2 

8 

Pando 

4 


1 

5 

Competing 

Parties : 

As 

of 16 June 1966 

the fol- 

lowing parties 

and/or fronts 

: have indicated 

their 

intention to participate 

PARTY 

in 

the elections: 

PRESIDENTIAL AND VICE- 
PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATE 


Bolivian Revolutionary Rene Barrientos Orturo 

Front (FRB) (center- Luis Adolfo Siles Salinas 

left) 


Christian Democratic Com- General Bernadino Bilbao Rioja 

munity (CDC) (conserva- Gonzalo Romero 

tive--front for the 
Bolivian Socialist Fa- 
lange (FSB) ) 

Nationalist Revolutionary Victor Andrade 

Movement (MNR) (center- Rafael Otzao 

left) 
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Pazestenssorista Revolu- 
tionary Movement (MRP) 
(leftist) 

Democratic Institution- 
alist Alliance (AID) 
(rightist) 

National Liberation Front 
(FLIN) (Communist) 


Mario Diez de Medina 
Mariano Baptista Gumucio 


Enrique Hertzog 
Eduardo Montes y Montes 


Felipe Iniquez 
Mario Miranda Pacheco 


The Ballotin g: Polls open at 8:00 a.m. and 
can remain open no longer than 8 consecutive hours 
unless people are still waiting in line. After pre- 
senting his electoral card and signing the register, 
the voter obtains an envelope from the electoral 
board which has been signed in his presence by the 
president of the board and at least half of the 
other board members who are delegates from the po- 
litical parties. He enters the booth where he finds 
the ballots. Each party or coalition of parties 
has a colored ballot to facilitate easy identifi- 
cation by the illiterate. The voter selects the 
color of his choice or a white, blank ballot if he 
prefers not to vote for any, places it in the enve- 
lope, and seals it. The sealed envelope is then 
deposited in an urn on the table where the electoral 
board is seated. The voter’s hand is then marked 
with indelible ink. When the voting is closed the 
urn is opened and the envelopes are counted to make 
sure that the number does not exceed the number who 
signed or marked the register. The envelopes are 
opened and votes are tallied publicly. The totals 
and the ballots are then sent to the Departmental 
electoral board where Departmental votes are tallied. 
The Departmental votes are then sent to the National 
Electoral Court in La Paz for validation and final 
counting. The National Electoral Board has 30 days 
in which to proclaim the official, winner. An indi- 
cation of the outcome of the voting should be gained 
within 12 to 24 hours after the polls close. 

Current Registration: The nationwide voter 
registration is l7T(j(57?50 out of a population esti- 
mated in 1964 at 3 , 563 , 000 . Of this nationwide 
registration, the total for the capital Departmental 
cities came to 276,135 and the rural registration 
to 791 , 851 . The total number of votes cast in the 
1964 presidential elections was 1 , 297 , 319 , and in 
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the 1962 congressional elections 1,066,480. The 
only meaningful comparison which can be made be- 
tween the forthcoming election and previous ones 
is of the votes cast and present registration. In 
1964 the MNR was the only party to present a ticket 
for president and vice-president, and two small 
groups presented partial slates of candidates for 
senator and deputy. Below is a table of the vote 
in previous elections by Departments and the present 
registration figures: 


Departments 

1962 

1964 

1966 (registration) 

La Paz 

370,983 

458,501 

442,040 

Cochabamba 

251,337 

243,848 

224,177 

Potosi 

95,984 

161,233 

90,100 

Chuquisaca 

65,094 

101,788 

75,745 

Tarija 

41,155 

60,711 

42,327 

Oruro 

53,862 

59,630 

55,016 

Santa Cruz 

147,332 

150,227 

115,243 

Beni 

31,900 

47,758 

21,012 

Pando 

8,833 

13,623 

2,256 


1,066,480 1,297,319 1,160,450 
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